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Franklin High School Cheerleaders   
As you know, at our Board of Education meeting on December 19, 2013, the board approved the field trip 
application for our cheerleaders to attend a national competition in Florida next month.  All applications for 
field trips that are over 150 miles or require air travel or an overnight stay require specific board approval.  
Field trips that are less than 150 miles or are “day trips” require board approval of the destination. 
   
The application for the cheerleader trip in February, appropriately, did not request that any district funds 
be allocated.  District funds have not been expended for athletic competitions that are not sanctioned by 
the NJSIAA, which is the governing body for our high school athletic competitions.  On occasion, tax levy 
local LEA (district) funds are used to supplement funds contributed by students and through other 
fundraising efforts, for academic competitions and leadership training conferences.  Generally, these 
contributions fund land transportation or the lodging expenses of the club advisor.   
 
Other extracurricular clubs and teams have, in the past, taken trips to Florida to perform or compete in 
events that were not controlled by the NJSIAA; however, they were funded by the students themselves 
and/or through fundraising efforts.   
 
We are extremely proud of our cheerleaders and as a district will do what we can to spread the word 
about their fundraising efforts, however, the district is not in a financial position to fund such a trip. 
 
Emergency Closure Days   
As you are aware, the snowstorm required that we close our schools yesterday, Wednesday, January 22, 
2014.  Since we had previously utilized the four “emergency” days included in the district’s calendar, all 
schools will now use the first planned “take away” day on Monday, February 17, 2014.  This means that 
Monday, February 17, 2014 will now be a regular instructional day for all district schools.  All district 
offices will also be open.     
 
Please note that the students at Elizabeth Avenue School had an additional emergency closing day in the 
fall due to a heating problem at that school.  Therefore, in addition to Monday, February 17, the students 
and staff at Elizabeth Avenue School must also report on the second take away day, Monday, April 21, 
2014 for a regular instructional day. 
 
Our website has been updated with this information and a letter will go out to parents next week to remind 
everyone of the calendar change. There will also be phone blast reminders from our Principals and the 
district as the February 17, 2014 date approaches.  
 
Transportation Update   
A summary of the events preceding and following my decision to close our schools on Monday, January 
6, 2014 due to the bussing issue has been posted on the district and school-based websites.  I hope that 
it will help those who voiced concerns at the last board meeting regarding the timing of our 
communication to better understand the timing of the decision and the communication surrounding our 
contract with Atlantic Express.  Again, I would like to explain that my decision to close the schools was 
not made until that Sunday evening.  While I understand the concern and the upset that was caused, it 
could not be helped. Up until that Sunday evening at 7:00 PM, we had every reason to believe that we 
would have transportation and be able to open the schools.  
 
 
   
 


